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one ought to pretend that competitive examinations are other
than destructive of true education. It is well known that the
competition for scholarships at the age of eleven, which, of
course, means in practice that preparation for the fray began
long before, extended its baleful influence right down to the
infant school.
External and         Such is our past with regard to exami-
internal examinations   nations. A searching test, in which an
independent outsider takes a predom-
inant part, has been in England reckoned essential as a proof
of sound education, at most stages beyond the elementary
school  But now an important distinction has to be empha-
sized. An external examination we define as one in which the
teaching and examining functions are completely separated.
The papers of questions, or other tests, are prepared, and the
answers are assessed, by an outside or external examiner.
Gradually the supremacy of the external examiner has been
modified; the examination for the general certificate of educa-
tion is still, however, mainly an external examination.   The
external examinations for degrees and diplomas still conducted
by the University of London, irrespective of the place and mode
of education, is another important exception, for which, how-
ever, a good case may be made, partly historical and partly
on grounds of expediency.
Under the system of internal examination, the teachers in
each department of study play an important part, first in the
construction of the schemes of work, and afterwards in
suggesting the papers of questions and in assessing the candi-
dates* answers. The usual duties of the external examiner are
(1) to revise the papers of proposed questions, amending the
questions, possibly adding or substituting questions of his
own, and seeing that the paper fairly represents the syllabus;
and (2) to read a proportion of the scripts, including all doubt-
ful cases, after they have been marked by the internal examiner.